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Girl: a Novel by Edna O’Brien
Fiction review by Laurel Pfau

 
       Girl is the story of a Nigerian schoolgirl who is abducted by members of
Boko Haram. (For those not familiar with Boko Haram, they are a terrorist
group known for their brutal tactics in their goal to spread Islam and take over
the Nigerian government.) The story focuses on the girl’s life during and after
her kidnapping. There is not much about her life before, as if the trauma
wiped much of her previous reality from her memory and forever changed
the trajectory of her life. In fact, the reader doesn’t find out her name,
Maryam, until page fifty.
      O’Brien doesn’t dwell on grisly details or overly describe events that would
make the story almost unbearable to read. What’s left is a story of courage,
spirit, and defiance in the face of an impossible situation. Maryam’s situation
doesn’t get better for a long time, even after she returns home. Some of what
happens to her after she's back home is the most heart-breaking. In time,
however, she finds a life for herself beyond everything she’s suffered.
      All people have struggles and trials in their lives. However, this book can
be a much-needed reality check. There are some countries so rife with
struggle and anger that a group of schoolgirls are ripped from their school, 
 broken, and tortured. This is something to keep in mind while we grow
impatient with having to wait in line or with service that’s not up to our
standards. There are people out there who are being tortured while we
bemoan our poor coffee and spotty Wi-Fi.

Girl: a Novel by Edna O’Brien
Fiction novel, 225 pages
Available at Alfred Dickey Library



Remember: Our Summer Reading
Programs end in August! Make sure
you complete the programs by the

end of the month so you are eligible
for the final prizes!

John Gardner was born July 21, 1933 in Batvia,
New York. He was killed in a motorcycle
accident at the age of 49. Despite his short life,
Gardner created a name for himself as a
scholar, teacher, critic, poet, and novelist. His
novel Grendel (which retells the story of
Beowulf from the monster's perspective)
established his reputation in the literary world.
His poems and other novels often have a
philosophical tendency that can illustrate the
inner conflict of his characters. Gardner's non-
fiction often focused on teaching others how to
write and tell good stories.

https://www.britannica.com/biography/John-
Gardner
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Rita Dove was born in Ohio on August 28, 1952.
Her college career included studying in Germany as
well as receiving her MFA from the  University of
Iowa. Dove has been a teacher and novelist, but she
is best known for her poetry. Her poems often focus
on family life and personal struggle, as well as the
black experience. Dove won the Pulitzer Prize for
her volume of poetry Thomas and Beulah. She was
also appointed as the United States poet laureate in
the 1990s. She was the first African American to
serve as the poet laureate of the US.

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Rita-Dove

From the Director: 
You Can Help Our Library

Sometimes people wonder how they can help our library
be a better place. Obviously, there are many ways to help
the library, but here is something that could help us now.
When COVID began, the library stopped accepting
donations of books, DVDs, and CDs in order to protect
our staff as much as possible. Now that the library is
almost back to regular service, we’re accepting donations
again. Donations of gently used materials are reviewed
for any needs we may have in our collections, but most
go to the Friends of the Library for their sidewalk
donation “sale.” The Friends hope to take in $1,000 from
the sidewalk sale, and they’re on track to meet this goal
due to your incredible generosity. 
Another use for your donations is the Little Free Libraries
we’re starting in smaller communities around Stutsman
County. Little Free Libraries are famous for allowing
people to borrow or trade items freely, and we want to
stock them with great materials. You can help make that
happen.
When making donations, please remember that we can’t
accept encyclopedias, Reader’s Digest Condensed books,
old textbooks, and magazines. If you have a large
donation, please call 252-2990 and ask for Joe.
Thanks so much for your tremendous support for our
library!
                                                                                     
                                                                                   --Joe Rector


