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A Man for All Time 

 

Frederick Augustus Washington Bailey was born in 1818, and 
although he was never sure when he was born, he decided to 
celebrate his birthday on February 14th. Bailey was born a 
slave, taken away from his mother at a very young age, and 
lived as a slave until 1838. He was taught the alphabet and  
simple words by the wife of his “owner” before her husband told 
her that it was illegal to teach a slave to read. It was then that 
he says he understood the power of words and knowledge. Why 
else would it be forbidden? Bailey taught himself how to read, 
with the help of other children, and gained much knowledge by 
doing so. 

After he escaped to New York in 1838, he changed his name to 
Frederick Douglass. Douglass was asked to speak at an         
antislavery event and was so eloquent that he became an      
important figure in the abolitionist movement. He wrote his    
autobiography to answer those who questioned that he was ever 
a slave, and his works have become one of the most important 
primary sources on slavery and abolition. 

Douglass became a life-long leader and advocate for political  
reform. He fought for full civil rights for all, including for all 
women. He never endorsed violence, even speaking out against 
John Brown’s raid on Harpers Ferry, for example. 

Douglass started his own newspaper, held political office, and 
became a brilliant speaker and writer who influenced many   
people, including leaders and politicians such as President     
Lincoln. 

The power of Douglass’s life and words shine through the years, 
still full of wisdom and power. Learn something about Frederick 
Douglass today—you won’t regret it. 

 

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Frederick-Douglass 
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COVID-19 Reminders 

Since we are opening to the public 

again on January 25th we want to 

remind everyone of our rules for 

Phase Two of our COVID policy: 

-If you are feeling unwell, please 

leave and return to the library on 

another day. 

-Please maintain a six-foot social 

distance from other patrons and 

staff. 

-Time in the library is limited to 30 

minutes. 

-Time on the computer is limited to 

20 minutes per day. 

-The number of patrons in the 

building is limited. 

-Masks are required as long as the 

Jamestown Mask Mandate is in ef-

fect. 

-Items returned to us will be held in 

a 72-hour quarantine period before 

being checked in and going back on 

the shelves. 

-There are currently no public in-

person meetings or events being 

held at the library or sponsored by 

the library. 

-Drinking fountains and kiosks are 

not currently available. 

Thanks for your help in following 

these rules. Welcome back into the 

library! 

We are still doing Take-and-

Make Crafts and other projects 

for all age groups (adult, teen, 

and children). Please stay 

tuned to our social media and 

website to stay updated on 

what’s available! 

 

From the Director 

Stutsman County Library News 
 

Stutsman County Library (SCL) underwent a renovation in 

2020 and early 2021 that included new landscaping, painting 

the interior, updating decorations, and installing beautiful 

new shelving units and a new magazine rack. In addition, 

some new furniture has been purchased. We also hope to 

install new carpet. 

We intend SCL to become more people-friendly, with a great 

ambience and an increased focus on programming and 

crafts.  

One patron-focused initiative underway at SCL is our soon-to

-be-unveiled Library of Things. We will have tools, kitchen 

implements, craft items, puzzles, and games available for 

checkout. If people need a special tool or a kitchen item such 

as a Bundt pan, it will be available from your library.  

The Friends of the Library are accepting items and financial 

donations for our Library of Things, so please contact Joe 

Rector at 252-2990 if you would like to contribute. 

We’re excited to welcome patrons back into our libraries on 
Monday, January 25, so please pay a visit to Stutsman  
County Library to check out our improvements, or come see 
us at Alfred Dickey Library. You have been missed! 

      --Joe Rector 


